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Iraq.  Iraqi  security  forces  have  pushed  deeper  into  western  Mosul,  gaining  control  of  a
neighborhood along the Tigris River and the foot of one of the city’s five bridges amid intense
clashes with ISIL fighters. ISIL is now completely surrounded in the eastern part of the city, but
the  fight  is  bound  to  continue  for  a  long  time  as  the  main  problem ahead  will  consist  in
controlling the city. Iraqi forces have also retaken the main government offices in Mosul paving
the way for an attack on the heavily-populated old city. Meanwhile on 6 th March Baghdad hosted
the 6th Security and Defense Fair where military vehicles and weaponry were displayed.

Egypt. The security situation in Sinai remains very volatile. On 27 th February ISIL abducted four
men accused of collaborating with the government, killing two of them.

Syria. On 25th February  a  series of suicide attacks on military installations in Homs killed 32
people, including the army’s intelligence chief General Hassan Daabul - a close confidant of
President  Bashar  al-Assad.  Despite  diplomatic  progresses  in  Astana  and  Ginevra,  the  Syrian
conflict remains very violent with U.S. involvement increasing. In fact, on 5 th March, American
Stryker Armored Vehicles were spotted northern of Manbij. In the same area Russian soldiers are
operating in what appears to be the closest encounter between the two Powers. Moreover, the top
American military officer met on 7th March with his Russian and Turkish counterparts to discuss
how to avoid an unintended confrontation in Syria.

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/02/forces-push-western-part-isil-held-mosul-170227135345180.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/07/world/middleeast/russia-turkey-syria-deconfliction.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/03/06/us-russian-troops-patrol-neighboring-villages-syria/
https://warisboring.com/u-s-troops-in-armored-vehicles-roll-into-syrian-flashpoint-1943932d4fff#.87hyj14xw
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/03/de-mistura-syria-talks-geneva-clear-agenda-170303202045570.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-39089013
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/militants-abduct-alleged-informants-egypt-killing-45775415
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20170306-military-weapons-show-in-baghdad/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-39199699
https://warontherocks.com/2016/10/after-the-battle-for-mosul-get-ready-for-the-islamic-state-to-go-underground/


Libya. On 3rd March the leader of the internationally recognized Libyan government, Fayez al-
Sarraj, visited Moscow in order to meet top Russian diplomats. The Benghazi Defence Brigades
(BDB) captured five cities and two major  oil-producing areas (Es Sider and Ras Lanuf) in the
eastern part  of Libya controlled by Haftar’s forces. This could represent a  major setback for
Haftar, which could weaken his position as a negotiator in potential future political talks.

ISIL. The Islamic militia is in retreat; however, it is still able to conduct attacks and to innovate
its  warfare. On the one hand, it is very well-known that ISIL has increased its  use of drone
during the battle of Mosul, as a result Iraqi security Forces also started to use commercial drones
to fight ISIL On the other hand, recent reports suggest that ISIL has used  chemical weapon in
Mosul. However, ISIL used chemical weapons in the past both in Iraq and in Syria.

Merkel. The German Chancellor, Angela Merkel, held talks with President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
in Egypt and then has visited Tunisia as part of a broader tour to enhance German investments in
Africa,  decrease the flow of migrants to Europe,  and increase intelligence-sharing to combat
terrorism.

 

http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/03/germany-merkel-visit-tunisia-immigration-deal.html
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20170303-merkel-strongly-criticised-for-passive-position-on-human-rights-in-egypt/
http://news.ihsmarkit.com/press-release/aerospace-defense-security/islamic-state-used-chemical-weapons-least-19-times-around-m
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-39152075
https://warisboring.com/iraqi-federal-police-weaponize-off-the-shelf-drones-isis-style-e6d3e80364c8#.vqky6jhys
http://blog.ihs.com/game-of-drones-the-uses-of-uavs-by-militant-groups-in-iraq-and-syria
https://warisboring.com/all-bets-are-off-as-a-surprise-offensive-roils-the-libyan-war-2bf9d25441a1#.7cp5w0ne5
http://www.reuters.com/article/libya-security-oil-ports-idUSL5N1GG4T1
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/03/russia-libya-sarraj-foreign-policy-putin-hifter.html

